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believed any sign of weakness in dealing with
colonial problems to be mistaken and unjustifiable.
Later, dislike of weakness in any form was evident
as one of his fundamental tenets. At the military
academy and subsequently, he had shown that he
believed a strong army, and in particular a loyal
and efficient officer class, to be the essential back-
bone of any form of government. Under the
Republic he did not deny that he despised the
principle of democracy as expressed in universal
suffrage and parliamentary government. He
believed the people to be incapable of determining
collectively their own best interests. His hatred
of anything which could be called ' Red' emerged
in October, 1934. Despite his patriotism and
racial pride, he did not hesitate to import Moors
to crush a rebellion of his own countrymen, when
the latter fought in the name of Communism.
Hitherto his association with the Nationalist move-
ment had done nothing more than confirm and
strengthen these previous pointers.
One thing is certain. If there were some specialised
interests in Spain who hoped that if they assisted
Franco to power they would have a secure means of
governing the country to their own advantage,
they found very soon after he took control that he
was by no means easy to influence, and though,
anxious for their continued support, he was
prepared to listen to their arguments, he would
only agree to them when they coincided with his
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